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• One independent clause 
• It expresses a complete 

thought.

• At least two independent 
clauses joined by a 
coordinating conjunction 
(FANBOYS) 

• A comma usually is placed 
prior to the conjunction, 
unless the sentence is short 
and the clauses are closely 
related in thought. 

• These clauses do not 
grammatically need one 
another and can stand alone.

• One independent clause 
• At least one dependent 

(subordinate) clause 

• The subordinate clause is 
set off with commas and 
begins with either a: 

• Subordinating 
conjunction 
(adverbial clause) 

• Relative pronoun 
(adjectival clause)

• At least two independent 
clauses 

• At least one dependent 
(subordinate) clause 
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